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This is a very useful power and avoids the haste
which often accompanies a trial following swiftly
upon committal.

PROCEEDINGS AT THE TRIAL

Except in the rarest circumstances, grand juries
were abolished by the Administration of Justice
Act, 1933. From the depositions the indictment is
drawn and the trial takes place without further
formalities before a petty jury.

The work of dealing with committed cases is in
almost all cases left to barristers and their clerks.
In form trials at Assizes and Quarter Sessions are
very similar to summary trials as outlined at page
17.

If the defendant pleads guilty no witnesses need
be called and the defendant can be sentenced at
once, though of course the court first listens to the
story of the crime and what can be said in
mitigation.

On a plea of not guilty, prosecuting counsel opens
his case with a speech describing the offence and
what evidence he will call to prove it. He then calls
his witnesses who can be cross-examined by the
defendant. These are followed by the defendant
and any witnesses he may wish to call. Instead or
in addition to giving evidence he may address the
jury. When all the evidence has been given the
prosecuting counsel may address the court and
finally the defendant or his counsel may do so. The
Attorney-General or Solicitor-General if present in
person has the privilege of making a final speech
in reply to the defence.

The judge then sums up the case directing the